
Reminder – IPAFFS pre-
notification required for animal 
products from European Union 
(EU) into Great Britain (GB) 

From January 2022, you must pre-notify your 
consignment via IPAFFS 
  
From 1 January 2022, all Products of Animal Origin (POAO), Animal By-Products (ABP) 
and High Risk Foods Not of Animal Origin (HRFNAO) consignments need to be pre-
notified on the Import of products, animals, food and feed system (IPAFFS).  
If you haven’t done so already, please register for IPAFFS. A training video and 
guidance on how to create and complete a pre-notification on IPAFFS is available.  
To register to use the IPAFFS system traders will need to set up a Government 
Gateway account and create a Defra account for the IPAFFS service. 
  
Pre-notification 
You must pre-notify your consignment at least four-hours in advance of arriving into 
Great Britain. The four-hour requirement will remain in place until 30 June 2022.  
How to pre-notify  
From 1 January to 30 June 2022, you will require the following information to complete 
a notification on IPAFFS:  
  

• What type of animal product or goods you’re importing (i.e., POAO, ABP, HRFNAO)  
• Origin of the animal product or goods (which country it was produced, originated in)  
• Commodity code (Selectable from a predefined list) 
• Commodity type (Selectable from a predefined list) 
• Species of the commodity (Selectable from a predefined list) 
• Commodity weight (kg) 
• Date of arrival into Great Britain 
• Reason for importing consignment (i.e., internal market, transit, research, etc) 
• Consignment’s place of destination 
• Addresses and contact details for place of origin, importer and place of destination  
• Details of port of entry  

  
Further guidance has been added to the microsite. 
  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.gov.uk_guidance_import-2Dof-2Dproducts-2Danimals-2Dfood-2Dand-2Dfeed-2Dsystem&d=DwMGaQ&c=q6k2DsTcEGCcCb_WtVSz6hhIl8hvYssy7sH8ZwfbbKU&r=x9t9h4x6y-etcxsay2Bu-V9Eqd6ZVXpfjoJoMetKNxQ&m=fEbuzSz0FSXwgclZo2re1S7pPp71OHB1yO8MRba4CiU&s=WbEsFA9Bs_hYI9AcIe1c9IpiuMPS6RwaFbHmxMI2Hhg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.youtube.com_watch-3Fapp-3Ddesktop-26v-3D9ftkdi7VjS8&d=DwMGaQ&c=q6k2DsTcEGCcCb_WtVSz6hhIl8hvYssy7sH8ZwfbbKU&r=x9t9h4x6y-etcxsay2Bu-V9Eqd6ZVXpfjoJoMetKNxQ&m=fEbuzSz0FSXwgclZo2re1S7pPp71OHB1yO8MRba4CiU&s=9idx5zMqgnuJCoZX0IsKAjY-wpJ08q9lTBX9Bt-CHT4&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.dropbox.com_scl_fi_nkg4nltxghurtqp9oncp3_Moving-2DGoods-2Dfrom-2Dthe-2DEuropean-2DUnion-2Dinto-2DGreat-2DBritain.-2DNew-2DRequirements-2Dfrom-2DJanuary-2D2022.paper-3Fdl-3D0-26rlkey-3Dxe77te92f6adbnez96b4h26s8&d=DwMGaQ&c=q6k2DsTcEGCcCb_WtVSz6hhIl8hvYssy7sH8ZwfbbKU&r=x9t9h4x6y-etcxsay2Bu-V9Eqd6ZVXpfjoJoMetKNxQ&m=fEbuzSz0FSXwgclZo2re1S7pPp71OHB1yO8MRba4CiU&s=NB1VuFB0PiZuRJyYv7jjBru60eVJrYIWy5nWaapkSQM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.gov.uk_guidance_import-2Dof-2Dproducts-2Danimals-2Dfood-2Dand-2Dfeed-2Dsystem&d=DwMGaQ&c=q6k2DsTcEGCcCb_WtVSz6hhIl8hvYssy7sH8ZwfbbKU&r=x9t9h4x6y-etcxsay2Bu-V9Eqd6ZVXpfjoJoMetKNxQ&m=fEbuzSz0FSXwgclZo2re1S7pPp71OHB1yO8MRba4CiU&s=WbEsFA9Bs_hYI9AcIe1c9IpiuMPS6RwaFbHmxMI2Hhg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.access.service.gov.uk_login_signin_creds&d=DwMGaQ&c=q6k2DsTcEGCcCb_WtVSz6hhIl8hvYssy7sH8ZwfbbKU&r=x9t9h4x6y-etcxsay2Bu-V9Eqd6ZVXpfjoJoMetKNxQ&m=fEbuzSz0FSXwgclZo2re1S7pPp71OHB1yO8MRba4CiU&s=QUlUuEBP4KruL_t2HhTFocH3rvmjB_5s18vwdYK9AHM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.access.service.gov.uk_login_signin_creds&d=DwMGaQ&c=q6k2DsTcEGCcCb_WtVSz6hhIl8hvYssy7sH8ZwfbbKU&r=x9t9h4x6y-etcxsay2Bu-V9Eqd6ZVXpfjoJoMetKNxQ&m=fEbuzSz0FSXwgclZo2re1S7pPp71OHB1yO8MRba4CiU&s=QUlUuEBP4KruL_t2HhTFocH3rvmjB_5s18vwdYK9AHM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.dropbox.com_scl_fi_nkg4nltxghurtqp9oncp3_Moving-2DGoods-2Dfrom-2Dthe-2DEuropean-2DUnion-2Dinto-2DGreat-2DBritain.-2DNew-2DRequirements-2Dfrom-2DJanuary-2D2022-2D-2D-2DDropbox-2DPaper.paper-3Fdl-3D0-26rlkey-3Dxe77te92f6adbnez96b4h26s8&d=DwMGaQ&c=q6k2DsTcEGCcCb_WtVSz6hhIl8hvYssy7sH8ZwfbbKU&r=x9t9h4x6y-etcxsay2Bu-V9Eqd6ZVXpfjoJoMetKNxQ&m=fEbuzSz0FSXwgclZo2re1S7pPp71OHB1yO8MRba4CiU&s=9hB_NEqSJrVACBN3S6kGsXu7QHopd99YidvrMcwO9Go&e=


From 1 July 2022, the information required for notifying consignments will change and 
additional fields will need to be completed. We will provide you with these details in due 
course. 
  
Share your notification reference with your customs agent  
  
From 1 January 2022, staged customs controls are ending on goods imported from the 
EU.  All consignments must be accompanied by a full customs import declaration that is 
submitted before the goods arrive at the EU point of departure. 
  
Depending on the system used, your customs agent will need to include your IPAFFS’ 
notification reference number (IMP.GB. 202X.XXXXXXX), as a licence number following 
the country code and licence type CVD in Box 44 on CHIEF or in the document 
identifier segment of DE 2/3 (Documents produced) on CDS following the country code 
and licence type CHD. 
  
In box 44 or DE 2/3, the CHED document code should still be used to reflect the 
commodity (live animals, plants and plant products, high risk foods and animal 
products) that you are importing to ensure successful tariff validation. 
  
You need to ensure that you share the IPAFFS’ notification reference number with your 
customs agent. Your customs agent must enter this number to submit the declaration. 
Failure to notify and provide this information will delay your custom agent’s ability to 
complete the declaration and could therefore delay the departure of your consignment. 
  
For more information on customs requirements from 1 January 2022 please refer to 
gov.uk/transition. 
  
  
Trader Readiness Team  
Animal and Animal Imports (EU to GB) 
Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__transport-2Dgoods-2Dto-2Dand-2Dfrom-2Deu.dft.gov.uk_&d=DwMGaQ&c=q6k2DsTcEGCcCb_WtVSz6hhIl8hvYssy7sH8ZwfbbKU&r=x9t9h4x6y-etcxsay2Bu-V9Eqd6ZVXpfjoJoMetKNxQ&m=fEbuzSz0FSXwgclZo2re1S7pPp71OHB1yO8MRba4CiU&s=X6EGTdJhnx3ABTw5JRlzXz9pCqUDCiHmAZ9SEOPyjbI&e=

